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ABSTRACT : 



PURPOSE: To obtain an antiviral agent, consisting essentially of a sugar- and 
protein-containing water-soluble modified lignin extracted from a mycelial culture 
of a basidiomycete cultured by using a specific culture medium and excellent in 
safety without any fear of side effects. 

CONSTITUTION: An antiviral agent is obtained by culturing a basidiomycete, 
preferably Lentinus edodes Sing, using a culture medium consisting essentially of a 
raw material prepared from a plant (preferably a gramineous plant) containing 
lignin, preferably a culture medium consisting essentially of bagasse, as 
necessary, adding and mixing rice bran, sawdust, peptone, yeast, etc., therewith, 
autolyzing mycelia utilizing enzymes existing in the mycelia after completing the 
culturing, then extracting active ingredients with warm water or hot water at ^40° 
C, fractionating the resultant extract solution according to, e.g. an 
ultraf iltering method and providing a fraction rich in water-soluble lignin. 
Thereby, powerful activity against viruses of the genus animal Herpes is obtained 
in a fraction having ^2 00,000 molecular weight. 
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